
OUR 
RIGHTS

David J. Bodenhamer





Contents
Introduction . . . . . . 4

CHAPTER 1 Our Rights in American History . . . . . . 9

CHAPTER 2 The Right to Freedom . . . . . . 26

CHAPTER 3 The Right to Equal Protection of the Laws . . . . . . 32

CHAPTER 4 The Right to Free Exercise of Religion . . . . . . 40

CHAPTER 5 Separation of Church and State . . . . . . 48

CHAPTER 6 The Right to Freedom of Speech . . . . . . 57

CHAPTER 7 The Right to Freedom of the Press . . . . . . 65

CHAPTER 8 The Right to Freedom of Assembly . . . . . . 72

CHAPTER 9 The Right to Petition . . . . . . 80

CHAPTER 10 The Right to Freedom from Racial Discrimination . . . . . . 86

CHAPTER 11 The Right to Vote . . . . . . 93

CHAPTER 12 The Right to a Fair Trial . . . . . . 100

CHAPTER 13 The Right to Due Process . . . . . . 109

CHAPTER 14 The Right to Habeas Corpus . . . . . . 115

CHAPTER 15 The Right to Protection against Illegal Search and Seizure . . . . . . 122

CHAPTER 16 The Right to Protection against Double Jeopardy . . . . . . 129

CHAPTER 17 The Privilege against Self-Incrimination . . . . . . 136

CHAPTER 18 The Right to Trial by Jury . . . . . . 144

CHAPTER 19 The Right to Counsel . . . . . . 151

CHAPTER 20 The Rights of Juvenile Defendants . . . . . . 158

CHAPTER 21 The Right to Protection against Cruel and Unusual Punishments . . . . . . 166

CHAPTER 22 The Right of Privacy . . . . . . 174

CHAPTER 23 The Right to Bear Arms . . . . . . 181

CHAPTER 24 The Right to Property . . . . . . 187

CHAPTER 25 The Future of Our Rights . . . . . . 196

Appendix: The Bill of Rights . . . . . . 203

Timeline . . . . . . 205

Further Reading . . . . . . 210

Websites . . . . . . 216


