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Introduction

This reader contains in one location all of the essays, handai#ssets,
information sheetand lesson activities found in t&¢udent Voicesurriculum. Included
are documents from both the elections/political campaigns curriculum arat#te |
government curriculum at both the secondary and upper elementary levels.

All of the documents in the reader were created to provide further insight into
American politics and American local government to the teachers and students who
participate inhe Student Voicesurriculum. Many of the contributors study, write or
teach about politics and government in their professional lives. Several essays, however,
were written by people who work in politics and government or report on those who do.
All of the contributors are fascinated by civic life and want to sbatte their knowledge
of the American system of governance and their passion about issues that are important to
us all.

While all of these materials may be found elsewhere in the curriculumppee h
that having all of the documents in a single and separate location assists you in using the
curriculum for your own needs. We appreciate the fact that teachers might seek a

different sequence or use for the materials developed.
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Suffrage in America

By Alex Keyssar

A democratic puzzle lies at the heart of the history of the right to vote in the United
StatesAt t he nationédés birth, our icableastnhotirythewas f ar
sensd hat we wunder st and t Although the fdderél doastitotion;ascy 06 t o d
well as the constitutions of individual states, did provide for government officials to be
chosen through elections, relatively few people were permitted to particightese
electionsln most states, only white men who owned property or paid taxes were allowed to
voted and white men who owned property or paid taxes were a distinct minority of the
population.
Over the next 180 years, and with many ups and downs alomgathesuffrage rights
were dramatically enlargeMost property and tapaying requirements were removed by
1840.Racial exclusions were prohibited in 1870 by th& Afhendment although thinly
disguised racial barriers remained in place in the Southnfother centurj/Women were
enfranchised in a few states in the [B®h century and everywhere by 192@eracy tests,
lengthy residency requirements, poll taxes and a host of other (often racially directed)
discriminatory devices were eliminated by #rel of the 1960s.
Yet here precsly is the puzzling question: Ny did this happenProm the vantage
point of the early 21century, we tend to see these changes as natural or inevitable; we take
them for granted becausegee psefsaime, thast famd
But what, in fact, produced those momentous changés?did people who possessed
political poweri such as white males who possessed propesty others in on the deal?

Why did people give up some of their own power hadd it over to others?



There is no simple answer to this question, but the historical record does reveal
several factors and dynamics that played important roles.is the key fact that the
disenfranchised themselves often banded together to asktbthen demand, inclusion.

During theWar of 1812, for example, ngproperty owning militiamen, summoned to fight

the British, signed petitions insisting that men who risked their lives for a nation ought to be

able to vote in its electiongVomen campaige d f or fAequal suffrageo fr
the passage of tHe©th Amendment in 1920, repeatedly bringing thousands of demonstrators

out into the streets while also lobbying tenaciously in Congress and in state cAfitcds:-

Americans in the Southefitioned Congress for the franchise after the Civil War and nearly a

century later made the right to vote one of the centerpieces of the civil rights movement in

the 1950s and 1960s.

These grassroots movements owed some of their success to theit@hbiléye
compelling ar gument s Jtwdasdor exdimple, dificulpteignpré (eré6 s mi n d
counter) the claim that a man who fought for his country ought to be able to vote for the
political leaders who could take the nation into war; that argtimas put forward not only
about propertyess militiamen but about the hundreds of thousands of Afgaaricans
who fought in the Civil War and in World War Il (and aboutykarolds who could be
drafted but could not vote during the Vietn&iviar.) As General William Tecumseh Sherman
observed after the Civil War, Athe hand that
Similarly, despite great initial resistance, arguments favoring the enfranchisement of women
eventually carried the day, particulaas the counteargument$ often grounded in
assertions that voting would destroy families and the character of wiotheimtegrated in

the face of evidencédeas and values mattered, and over time ideas and values that once
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were embraced by the aast/few became mainstream features of American political
thought.

Legal changes that expanded suffrage, however, were not a simple outgrowth of solid
arguments and peaceful shifts in ideologgrd-nosed political pressure and political
calculation also layed a roleln North Carolina, for example, the Whig party abandoned its
support for stiff property requirements to vote for the state senate when it became apparent
that, wunless it did so, voters wouHowsegguni sh t
Representatives (where the franchise was broa8ien)lar dynamics occurred in the latter
stages of the campaign for womenodos suffrage,
and could mobilize against candidates whose parties were hogtikiit cause in other
statesln numerous instances, moreover, political parties endorsed an expansion of voting
rights when they believed that it would serve their own partisan purghseRepublicans,
after the Civil War, embraced the cause of sutfray freed slaves not only because of their
beliefs but also because they hoped that the freedmen would constitute a key electoral base
for their party in the postwar South.

Finally, it must be noted that, in some key cases, the right to vote was emalged
because the federal government intervened to compel individual states to change their
policies.This was true for both Asian Americans and Native Americans in several western
states; and it was dramatically so in the South in the 19®&@sVoting Rghts Act of 1965
(coupled with an array of other pieces of legislation, Supreme Court cases and a
constitutional amendment) represented a decision by the federal government in Washington
that it could, and wuld, wait no longer for whitedaitherners to deéde by themselves to

allow AfricanrAmericans to exercise a right that had been formally guaranteed in the
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Constitution since 187@®articularly in the wake of televised violence against civil rights
marchers, Congress@mresident Lyndon Johnson ongtethe claim that voting was a
Afstate righto and forced t he wpowdrwithl eader ship
African-Americans.

In the end, it is not so surprising that interventions of this type were sometimes
necessaryMinorities or factions tht wield political power have almost invariably been
reluctant to surrender their monopolhe drive for greater inclusiveness, for a more
democratic polity, could succeed only by convincing those in power that it was either the
right thing to do or that was in their seHnterest to change the rules agpandhe
electorateWhen those efforts failed, it ultimately became the responsibility of the national
governmend which only gradually was willing tassume that responsibiliyto ensure that

politcal practices everywhere matched the country

By Alexander Keyssar, Matthew W. Stirling Jr. Professor of History and Social Policy at the
Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. An historian by training, his most
recent bookThe Right to Vote: The Contested History of Democracy in the United States
(2000), was named the best book in U.S. history by both the American Historical Association
and the Historical Society; it was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the Lode&nge
Times Book Award.
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The Polls Are Open! But Can You Vote?
By Richard K. Scher

Professor Keyssar (fASuf fr athevotingirigtismer i c a o)
history of the Uited States is essentially one of broadening the frandBuge/oting extends
beyond the question of wh onfécteventhbhse pefsoneaenc hi s e
who have the franchise face considerable barriers to its exe3oiseey cannot or daot
vote.Indeed, voting in America can be very problematic.

We know for example that in Florida (2000) and Ohio (2004) hundreds if not
thousands of qualified voters were not allowed to cast baliMesknow that in both states
thousands of ballots werever counted, most coming from Afric&merican and other
minority precinctsThere is reason to think that in Florida (2006) about 18,000 votes simply
vanished in a Congressional race.

Why is thisAWhy is voting difficult and problematic in Americ&heanswer is that
while the 1965 Voting Rights Act makes voting a right, it is not seen in the sameaterms
guaranteedanstitutional rightsRather, Americans view voting as a privilege, similar to
getting a dr i ver 6singlhichisbascefyndamenshdeassureddsd s omet h
result, we force vot Sowe erécobariiees gheymast dvdroemer i ght t
That way, we can regulate who can and cannot Vidéecan keep people from the polls
against whom we hold prejudices, or diam we are suspicious or whom we want to punish,
or whose values we questiddften these are minorities, or peoples of color or the poor.

And voting is political.So it is in the interest of those holding power to limit or deny

access to the polls thogdo might vote against them.
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Doesnd6t sound | i kMotwhatbueteasdhers told us anschodla y ? o
we valued the franchise as universal, we would not place onerous burdens on people who
want to vote. Nor would we rest until we are as cedaihumanly possible that every vote
cast will be accurately recorded and counted.

We have no way of knowing how many peopl e
recognize that the barriers are too high or too much trouble for them to confront.

What are e hurdles that make voting so difficult and problematic?

1 Registering to vote is often a burdensome process; 31 states require it be done at least

25 days before an election, and only 7 allow it on the same day as the vote.

Registration is defined by staten laws, but is implemented localljot all voting

officials enforce the rules fairly and equally, and there is even evidence that outlawed

literacy or other tests are occasionally required for registration and/or VOtilige

registration, potentiafla good idea, often does not work because of technical
failures.And the digital divide means poor people, who do not have ready access to
computers, cannot take advantage of it.

1 We continue to find evidence that voter turnout, particularly among mesand

the poor, is depressed by deliberate intimidation efforts orchestrated by groups who

want to keep them from the polls.

9 Dates of elections, virtually always on Tuesdays, are inconvenient for working

people, as are the hours when the polls are dpag.recently have 15 states moved

to fnearly votingo which allows voters to c

election day. Polling stations themselves are often inconveniently located, and they

are sometimes moved with very little notittes probably also the case that in many
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locations there are not enough polling stations, and their distribution across the
jurisdiction neither reasonable nor fair.

1 Even if the prospective voter successfully locates his polling place while it is open,
the batke is only half overHe/she has to prove his heridentity, an increasingly
onerous task and, if some recent measures are allowed to stand, an impossible one for
many people, especially the poor and racial/ethnic minorities. The reason is that some
staks have moved to requiring special kinds of identification documents (including
proof of citizenship), which many people do not have at hand ootafiord.

1 Voters may suddenly find that their names are not on the approved voter list, even
though they & registered, in which case they cannot vOtéers will be on lists of
unknown origin, but which carry the stateo
because they are felons, or have some other baggage in their background which the
state has decided rders them ineligible (again, the burden has fallen
disproportionately on Africahmericans and other peoples of col@®y).they may be
on one of these lists for no apparent reason dhadny case, it is hard to appeal the
disqualification, at least #he moment of voting; the voter may or may not be given a
provisional ballot, but there is no guarantee that it will be counted.

1 But even for those voters who manage to get a ballot, there are still hurdles to
overcomeThe machinery of casting a ballotiiereasingly electronic, complicated,
and confusingCounting ballots by electronic scanning devices is more accurate than
punch cards, but it is still only as reliable as the scanning equipkiesit.
problematic are touehcreen voting technologies, tharling of many election

Areformi stso as well as the national Hel p
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than 30 state®irections for their proper use can be ambiguous, even opldgie.

very easy for the voter to make a mistake. The machines thesasek unreliable,

and as we now know can readily be jimmied so that only some votes are counted,

others are lost, or are redirected to other candidates23 states do not require a

paper trail to ensure accuracy or, if needed, a reliable recount.

0 Unde these circumstances, voters cannot be sure if the vote they cast will be
recorded and counted according to their int€hts uncertainty seriously
undermines public confidence in the electoral process.

The problems with our voting systems are not galechanical or administrative.
They are systemic, meaning they result from t
from conscious decisions of politically powerful people and groups to build biases and
stumbling blocks into the way we votdntil these are eliminated, the promises of the Voting

Rights Act will remain unmet.

Dr. Richard K. Scher is a professor of political science in the Political Science Department
at the University of Florida. His research interests include: voting rights, legislat

districting political campaigns in America, state politics, Southern politics, political culture
and regionalism, Florida politics and American federalism. He is the authbh@Modern
Political Campaign: Mudslinging, Bombast, and the Vitality of Amean Politics (1997).
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Women and American Politics

By Kira Sanbonmatsu

Should women have the right to vote? Today it seems odd to pose such a question.
Yet, womeno6s s ufd forangch of W.8&.distary Botrawimg/frem the
Decl aration of Independence, a small group of
women had natural rights just like mernincluding the right to vote. But opposition to
womenods suffragemevasppdmemtgs worried about t he
on family life. Others thought women were unsuited for politics and not rational enough to
vote. There were fears that women would change public policy if they had the vote. These
strongly held bkefs meant that suffrage would be a hard fougbtyear struggle.
Womends | ives have changed a great deal si
women have been more likely to vote than men since 1980. In the 2004 presidential election,
for exampleabout 6Qpercentof women voted compared to pércentof men. Among 18
to 24yearolds, about 4percentof women voted compared to percentof men.
But the vote is not typical of womenédés sta
less likely than meto participate in most political activities beyond voting. For example,
women are less likely to give money to politics, to belong to political organizations, and to
contact government officials. And women are much less likely than men to hold elective
office. According to the Center for American Women and Politics at the Eagleton Institute of
Politics at Rutgers University, in 2007, women are jugbdig@entof members of Congress
while men are 8¢ercent Women are 2g¢ercentof state legislators in tHg0 states while
men are 76%. Just nine women serve as governors; theddthevernors are men. Instead

of leading the world, the United States lags behind most other industrialized democracies in
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womenos officeholding. | n emsooethied ofctlee natidnal i e s, wom
legislature.

These gender gaps may seem natural because women have always participated less
than men in politics. However, what seems natural is subject to change. After all, the idea of
women voting seems quite natural nowt that was not always the case.

Why are men so much more likely to hold office? The gender gap in officeholding is
puzzling given that women are a majority of voters. Several factors seem to be at work.

First, the main problem is that relatively fewonven run for office in the first place. It
is not the case that women run and lose more often than men; instead, women and men tend
to win their races at similar rates. Therefore, the problem is a shortage of women candidates.
Second, fewer women than mare in jobs that typically lead to running for office, such as
law and business. Third, women are less likely to be asked to run. Because women are less
|l i kely to hold office, they dondot al ways seem
overlookeke ven t hough theyéd be great candidates.
already holding office) are men. Because incumbents almost always win reelection, there are
fewer openings for new groups of candidates such as women.

Finally, even though amen have come a long way since the 1800s, some doubts
persist about womends capacity for politics.
of fice I f she has a family. Ot hers dondét thin

Doesit matter thatvomen are undegpresented in elective office? This question is
the subject of much debate. Some people think that the numbers of men versus women

holding officeareunimportant. From this viewpoint, there is no need to worry about the
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status of women ingditics. The important point is that women have the right to hold office.
And because more women vote than men, women are sufficiently represented.
Ot her people think that Americabds democr ac
underrepresented. Théyink that democracy requires a government that looks like the
people (including women). Others point to studies showing that women and men
officeholders behave differently. For example, women legislators are more likely to work on
legislation designed tbenefit women. Because men and women have somewhat different
life experiences, the presence of women can make a difference.
This debate notwithstanding, men and women often have different ideas about what
policies should be enacted. Today, women tenate for Democratic candidates and men
tend to vote for Republican candidates. There
positions on important political i ssues. Me n
rights, for example. However, there aoene longstanding differences in public opinion,
depending on the question at hand. Men tend to be less likely to think that government
should play a large role in society. Men tend to be more supportive of using military force
abroad. Meanwhile, women ausually somewhat more liberal on issues such as civil rights,
gay rights and gun control. And although men and women usually take the same position on
womends rights issues, these issues are usual
Or course, women arént a | | ali ke. Women are Democrats
and conservatives. Some women are more likely to participate in politics than others.
Whether a woman is active politically depends on factors such as her race, education and
income. Thus, some wen are more likely than others to have their views heard by

government.
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|l tds also the case that womends success in
United States. For example, women arg8gentof the Vermont legislature but only 9% of
theSout h Carolina | egislature. Womendés officeho
much ofthe28cent ur y, Republican womends officehol di
women. Now, women officeholders are much more likely to be Democrats than Rapsiblic

Over time, womenodés political participation
income and job opportunities have i mproved an
politics. Women have achieved many milestones, including the selection of Realosy to
be the nationdés first woman Speaker of the U.
are challenging ideas about what a typical politician looks like. However, progress for
women in politics is not inevitable. For example, the percentage ofewan state
legislatures has leveled off in recent years. Therefore, the future of women in politics
depends on future generations of womennc |l udi ng the political 1 nvo
young women.
Kira Sanbonmatsu is Associate Professor of PolitB@ence at Rutgers University and
Senior Scholar at the Center for American Women and Politics (CAWP) at the Eagleton
Institute of Politics. She is the authorWhere Women Run: Gender and Party in the
American StategUniversity of Michigan Press, 20D&ndDemocrats, Republicans, and
the Politics of Women's Plac@Jniversity of Michigan Press, 2002)

Additional Resources

More information on womendés political partici

American Woman and Politics at the Edgtelnstitute of Politics, Rutgers University at
www.cawp.rutgers.edu

Burns, Nancy, Kay Lehman Schlozman, and Sidney Verba. Z0@1Private Roots of
Public Action: Gender, Equality, and Political Participat. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press.
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Carroll, Susan J., and Richard L. Fox, eds. 2@hder and Elections: Shaping the Future
of American PoliticsNew York: Cambridge University Press.

Lawless, Jennifer L., and Richard L. Fox. 2009akesa Candi dat e: Why
Run for Office New York: Cambridge University Press.

Sanbonmatsu, Kira. 2008/here Women Run: Gender and Party in the American States
Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press.

Seltzer, Richard A., Jody Newman, and M&did/orhees Leighton. 1993ex as a Political
Variable: Women as Candidates & Voters in U.S. ElectiBosilder, CO: Lynne Rienner.
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Modern Political Campaigns
By Richard K. Scher

Political canpaigns, whether for candidates or issues, have been around since at least
Phaeoni ¢ ti mes; remember MosesO carnmsanegn to fre
respects, modern campaigns look a lot liketolte onesBoth practitioners and observers of
thepresidential campaign of 1828, the prototype for modern ones, would recognize much of
what happens in todayds campaigns.

But some things have changed considerably, and the modern campaign has evolved
into a complex, expensive exercise in manufacturingpgrealing image and message for
candidates and issues, including at local levelgs also become a vehicle for character
assassination, innuendo, distortion, even destruction of opposing candidates an@ihasess.
are not new; but the sophisticatiamdeferocity with which they are carried out are virtually
unprecedented.

So what is new in the modern political campaign that differentiates it frottinaodd
onesVe can point to three major developments:

Role of Political Parties

In the old days, canditlzs scarcely campaigned; it looked unseemly to dmstead,
the parties did the campaigning on their behalthe presidential election of 1896 William
McKinley literally sat on his fronporch rocking chair, while Mark Hanna and the
Republican Partdid everything for him.

Since roughly 1960 all that has changBlde sec al | ed fAcandi date cent e
campaign has evolved in which the candidate has to assemble his own organization, raise his

own money and conduct his own campaiga/she may run as a Deorat or Republican,
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but the party does little besides act as a funnel for distributing funds and offer technical
assistance (for example, sophisticateter dathases)Parties are not irrelevant in modern
campaigning, but they are ancillary to what thedidate must do on his or her own.
Money
Campaigns have always involved money, so there is nothing new in the role dollars
play in themWhat is new is the amount of money, to some extent the sources of that money,
and the regulation of money in campaigns
Campaigns can be staggeringly codilyo t a | | rise to the | evel C
race in New York City Michael Bloomberg used $85 million ofshown funds to ensure his
reelectioni but expenditures can still be enormofmold Schwarzerngger spen$46
million to be reelected governor of California in 2006; Charlie Crist won the open Florida
governorship that year with $20 million.
Is this badNot necessarifF or mer House Speaker Newt Gingri
enough money on political campagyrand he may be rigiRotential dangers come from two
directions:
1 The source of moneySmall contributions from individual citizens only account for
a tiny fraction of campaign fund§he big money comes from interest groups, PACs,
andi 5 2 7 s, 0 omsifogredbecawsea df tax loopholes whose task is to raise and
spend funds on behalf of political campaig
John Kerry in 2004 is an exampl&here are virtually no limits on the amounts of
money these organizations gaise and spend during the campaign season, and they
are essentially unregulatetheir influence on the campaign outcome can be

substantialBut even funds from groups that are regulated by the Federal Election
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Commission or individual states are potdhtiproblematic because once the election
is over, they will come calling on the candidate, pressing their claims and interests.
Who pays the piper in politics usually callsthetie anwhi [ e, t he publ i c
may not be heard at all.
1 Funding gaps betveen candidatesThe amount of money available to campaigns is
probably less important than funding gaps between candidiat2801 Michael
Bloomberg spent $74 million (most of it his own) to become mayor of New York
City; his opponent, Mark Green, sped6nillion, less than a quarter of
Bl o o mbndegthese circumstances, Bloomberg swamped Ggedastantial
funding gaps create an unequal and unfair tilting of the playing field, rendering the
campaign something of a cruel joke.
Technology

The impacif changing technology on campaigns from just a generation ago cannot
be overstatedmproved polling and focus group techniquies top computergell phones
and increasingly sophisticated marketing and advertising have all revolutionized the way
they g forward.

But two crucial technological changes overshadow the others:

1 Cable television Use of electronic media for political campaigns has been around
since the 1950s, at leaBlut in recent years the power of cable television has
revolutionized how @ctronic media are employethe reason is that cable TV
allows precise targeting of voters, with appropriate messages/advertisements for each.
For example, voters watching CNN, ESPN, MTV, Lifetime, Discovery or Food

Channel are all very differentampaigs looking for particular demographic groups
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can find them through the type of viewers each cable network attracts, and make buys
accordingly.This allows for a very efficient and effective use of media dollars.

1 Thelnternet.Pol i t i cal «c a nheéniergetis silbirdits infansyebut atd

power has already been demonstragdth websiteas YouTube and Movea®org

were important players in the 2006 general election, and they and others will be again
in the future Of particular significance wibe blogs and bloggers, because they

allow likeminded voters from radical leftists to righing extremists to communicate

and mobilize virtually instantlyHoward Dean and Barack Obama have already
demonstrated that the Internet serves as a usefuhthabdraisinglt is certain that

the Internet will be of substantial value to state and local candidates, since its low cost
and laser precision for targeting specific voters will help check rising expenses for
other campaign technologieg3n the other had, the continuing digital divide inhibits

use of the Internet to reach low income and other disadvantaged voters.

Thus while the architects of campaigns in 1828 or 1896 or 1952 might well recognize a
good deal in campaigns today, it is also true that ngas of the modern version might
surprise them, and probably make them more than a bit envious.

Dr. Richard K. Scher is a professor of political science in the Political Science Department
at the University of Florida. His research interests includeingprights, legislative
districting political campaigns in America, state politics, Southern politics, political culture

and regionalism, Florida politics and American federalism. He is the authbn@Modern
Political Campaign: Mudslinging, Bombast, ahthe Vitality of American Politic§1997).
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Saving the Earth One Place at a Time: Agitating for Change in Local Government
By J. Timmons Roberts
We can blame others for destroying the rainforest, the ozone layer or killing whales
or sealsBut by any more inclusive indicator, America is the most destructive nation to the
Earth.It consumes minerals, energy and food produced in the fagrsoohthe planet that
are ripped and pumped out of the ground, manufactured using chemicals that pollute, and
shipped thousands of miles to our doors, burning huge amounts of fossil fuels along the way.
We use t he st udu$atthehdsdmd sorepgroeesy ermgasetdtion, only to
throw away most of it or use it very inefficienténd our government refuses to participate
in many of the global efforts to address critical environmental problems we face as a species.
That 0 s t hThegbod mewsisthatsthere is no more effective place to save
the planet than right at home, and doing so builds citizens and leaders who can address the
global issues like climate change, deforestation or ocean pollution with skills, expertise and
the knowedge that their own house is at least beginning to be put in bleler are three
quick stories of how students have made a difference in protecting the place where they live.
Their seemingly small actions have wigeging implications for huge issuekdiclimate
change and urban sprawl in Ameri8g. working on them, these students took active roles in
their | ocal government sdé actions, and started
Firstyear students in a special program at the College of William and Mary
developed theiown lessons for higlschool students on what families and local governments
do that damage the rivers and streams close to their homes, and what people can do to protect
them.One group presented the information and then led students in an activityntatesd

the conflicts between developers, environmentalists and local governeaotiser group
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mapped storm sewers in local neighborhoods to help the local government address

uncontrolled runoff that pollutes and erodes local stred@iis.work was pardf several

efforts by faculty and students to inform more careful Jasé policies and ones protecting

local streams to address issues of water quality, erosion, flooding and ecosystem protection.
Another group studied what it would be like to live meit community without a car.

They worked with a tiny new citizelobbying group to make their local community safer for

pedestrians, bicyclists and runndgsing nationally tested methods for comparison, they

conducted research on which neighborhoodewsrst and least safe for people to walk, ride

or bike in, and where public transportation was lacKifgey conducted public opinion

surveysdocto-d oor and by phone to gauge different

dissatisfaction on pedestniaccessibiityTh ey prepared a #fAbriefing

decisionmakers, presenting it at City Council and County Supervisors meetings, gave

briefings and report copies to local government stdfé group provided key information in

the formation oflie new norprofit groupthathas successfully lobbied for over $1.5 million

in funding for bike routes and trails in the county, pushed for more attention to issues like

gr

pa

fsafe routes to schools, o and ongoi ebhyef forts

and safe living while reducing the car dependency and obesity that comes with sprawil.

Third, the Student Environmental Action Coalition at William and Mary developed a
compl ete campaign to Agreen the unhadther si ty.
same impact on local school districthie first part of the campaign was focused on energy
use and waste. Persistent requests, working within existing committees, and etiereone
protests proved ineffective, so the students worked with a fgvekelty members to plan a

series of events to push the college into reducing its hugely wasteful practices on fossil fuel
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use. The student leading the planning, who had learned to facilitate planning meetings with
the Sierra Club youth coalitionusingit e x cel | ent MAorgani zers pl anni
for Williamsburg CityCounci).

Of these three efforts, the student campaign on energy was the best orgdrened.
campaign involved events to educate (leafleting, petitioning, meeting&eytdeision
makers like the y@sident of the University) and to pressure key people (protests outside
Board of Visitorsmeetings, and pressure on the vicesplent foradministration) who made
the key decisions on what money should be invested, amgfor what, projects, including
heating and air conditioning systems, lights and transportati@nally millions of dollars
were being spent and wasted on her watch, and students strategized how to move her, and
which key people could influence her if she wasitant to moveThey planned a campaign
that included increasingly public and potentially embarrassing events if the administration
did not move. Theresident of the university in early fall 2006 agreed to take meaningful
steps to significantly reduceeh col | egeds energy waste, taking
student plan.

Students have been visionary and brave leaders in changing society for the better,
around the world and sometimes in the face of extremely dangerous opponents like dictators
andviolent repression by polic&hese three simple examples are a long way from fighting
totalitarianism, but they show how students can move the big institutions where they live in
making sensible changes in the way they treat the Heformminded studnts can
provide quality research on damaging patterns of behaviors and on what alternatives are
available.They can present these results in a form useful for local governments and school

systemsThey can work to inform and then lobby for ambitious nefe®that make sense
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economically and environmentally, and which build healthy communities less dominated by
cars and the wasteful and divisive overconsumption that makes America the world pariah on
the environment.

Individual people need help to make g@d/ironmental decisions, and local
governments provide much of that suppbtaking recycling easy and required is a small
start, but making it possible to consume local and fairly traded products and live without
being so dependent upon automobiles ahdrotvaste is next. Addressing these requires
addressing transportation, lande and the massive impacts of uncontrolled urban sprawl. In
a time of inaction at the federal level, local and state governments have been leading the way
on air pollution, climg change and wasféhese are people you can get an appointment
with and influencelf institutions and politicians fail to respond to sensible solutions, it has
been seen that sometimes being disruptive is the only way to bring reluctant dewikens
to the tableBut activists need to have viable solutions when they meet at that table, and they
must be persistent, innovative and well organized. With planning and organization building,
students can overcome the inherent problem that graduating staffentsiove away.
Students have been leaders because they have the ability to organize and can sometimes take

chances and say brave things that most adults are afraid to for fear of losing friends or their

] obs. Students can sedhis wayhAmericacanibe glesadedagaindnt ne e d

protecting the Earth.
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Resources:
Y Sierra Club local chapters are in all 50 states and most dities. national website,

http://www.sierraclub.org/and training ranual is useful for any group planning a

campaignThe Sierra Youth Coalitiornttp://www.syccjs.org/tikrindex.php is a

serious organization.
Y National Wildlife Federation website on greening schools

http://www.nwf.org/campusecologyias useful case studies and ideas.

Y Footprint analysis is a good way to begin thinking about where our impacts are
greatest and what can be done. Two good websitekaf@lobal Footprint Network,

http://www.footprintnetwork.org/index.phand the Wuppertal Institute on

Globalisationhttp://www.wupperinsbrg/globalisation/

Y Some of the student projects described above dnigpalljtrobe.people.wm.edu/

J. Timmons Roberts is Professor of Sociology and Interim Director of Environmental Science

and Policy athe College of William and Mary. In 20@% he was a research fellow at

Oxford Universityos Environmental Change | nst
inequality and climate change. He has published a book and several articles on

environmental justiceglaiming that the greatest impacts of environmental problems tend to

fall on minorities and the poor. His most recent book Slimate of Injustice: Global

Inequality, North-South Politics, and Climate Policfwith Bradley Parks).
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Running for Local Office
By Jim Kennedy

My journey to political office was the result of a controversial neighborhood issue
that concerned the location of an asphalt plant and its proximity to my Roioeto this
time, I must admit to never being truly aware of local political issues; | merely voted in each
election and believed that | had done my part in the pro€asth be told, | was totally
unaware of what that process entailed.

My involvement quickly became politican nature as | climbed the leadership ladder
within anew group that was formed to fight the asphalt pl@at. group quickly grew to
over 400 in number and we were raising funds to fight for our cause. We organized weekly
meetings with commmity leadersenvironmentalistand our own sutisommittees, in
addition to weekly briefings of affected neighborhodagiickly became aware that
although many believed in our cause, they were more comfortable on the sidelines of debate.
| suddenly found myself in l@adership position and growing more political as the time went
by.

After meeting with our Board of Supervisanember, we quickly realized our issue

wasnbdbt going to sway his vote aThdvotehute he

wou

literalychanged my familydbel of@ s$ayimagyffvaysevery

react i o@uwBoard membeuted been appointed to the Board for merely a year, and

a special election was to be held that coming NovenMbervife and | decided thdtshould

step up and run for elected office rather than just complaining about a system we perceived to
be brokenThe fight against the asphalt plant was over, and our side had prevailed; however,

my fight to replace an unresponsive official had justupeg
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What sounded like a good idea, a run for office, quickly turned into a major
commitmentl was astounded by the local press coverage of the asphalt plant vote and how
many local television and newspaper reporters were looking to me for sédtegsghe press
died down, the realization of running for office setlihe one question | had was how would
| run a successful campaigh®as an optical salesman and knew nothing of the inner
workings of the political procesBerhaps my ignorance saved me,fad | known the
enormity of the task ahead of me | may have given more consideration before pursuing the
position.As it was, | dove in and tried to figure out how to get on the ballot, raise funds, deal
with the different political parties, along withmayriad of other issue®nce in, this process
quickly consumed me and my life was not the same.

A funny thing happened on the way to the electimth parties decided to give me a
call and arrange meetingdirst met with the local Democratic Party;wever, the meeting
did not go well, and they decided not to endorse a candidate thaBgearmy meeting with
the local Republican Party took place and at that meeting was a man who made a living
running campaigndVe had much in common and we bondedrate love of the Boston
Red Sox and all New England sports teahine issues we discussed pertaining to elective
office went well and | felt comfortable with the knowledge that this man had valuable
experience and would help me greatly in my campadidacided to run as a Republican
rather than as an Independent for the main reason of having a political machine behind me
that could help me obtain my objective: local officalready knew that having experience
and organization on my side would help menemsely.

The incumbent was a lifeng resident of the county, with a long family history and

was very active in the oldest area chutdb.may have been appointed to the position
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initially, but | realized that he would have the upper hand getting eleetedige he and his
family were so well know. To many people in this part of the county, being a native son was
the most important criteria to voting someone into office, and I, as a transplanted northerner,
was definitely the outsidelsoon learned thdbcal politics is a blood sport, and everything

is fair gameThis was to include family, religion, profession and frierMg.opponent was

very well funded, outspending us 3 toMy only choice was an olthshioned one, going

door to door and meeting tipaiblic. | walked hundreds of miles that summer, was chased by
wild turkeys, sworn at, called a cargeigging Yankee, but more often than not was
embraced for what | was doingle delivered fliers to newspaper boxes at night, had
neighborhood coffees arade a lot of pizza on the ghly campaign was truly a grassots

one that stemmed from a desire to make a difference and bring a change of attitude to the
Board of Supervisorg.was fortunate in my endeavor to have the assistance of many good
people whashared my vision and were willing to help me.

The most agonizing events of the campaign process were the local candidate forums,
atimeto be putonthe spitandroastethe sad fact iIis that most
events.Supporters and polititactivists do, and they come prepared with questions and
agendasMy one issue, the asphalt plamas not enough, and was already over anyWway.
quickly was schooled in issues pertaining to local taxation, schools, police and fire and the
most importantssuei growth of the communityAll of this for a job that only pays $4,000 a
year.

After a bitter campaign the election was uponTiuee term was only fothe
remaining oneyear term of the deceased former supervisor, so a repeat would be taking

place inless than a yearwound up losing the first election by 29 vot@wer half of the
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original 406500 members of our initial group did not show up to vote in the elettion.

learned a great deal that year about locakgawent and its role in our dag-day life, as

well as what motivates votetsstill believed that it wa time for a change and so |

reenergized myself and came back the following year to wifotlneyear term byeight

votes.| have been out of office for four years and have been heidwengrumblings of a

disgruntled community, so | am once again running for the same pos#ienproud of what

| accomplished while on the Board and know that | have more to béfer.no longer naive

about the political process and am entering intolly aware of all that being an elected

official entails and the hard work it takes to get there.

Jim Kennedy is the owner and chef of Dudl eyods

has served as both an elected and appointed local government affiggahes City County
Virginia.
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Political Campaigns for the Newcomer
Learning the Ropes Through Local Elections

By Jennifer Tierney
One night about a decade ago, my husband amud having dinner with a friend
and the subject meandered to polit€empletely bored, | got up to clear the table and load
the dishwashedAt the time | understood how to get involved in politics about as well as |
understood how to become a rock star.
A year later | formed my own compaiyas a political consultanRock stardom
seemed out of the question at that point anyway, since | was past 30 and had no musical
talent by anyoneods standards, including mine.
What happened in that year to completelgraie my perspective and interest level?
It was simplel got roped into volunteering for a local political campaign by a friend.
The year was 1999 and a friend wasfumg Di ck Mur p hyybsof campai gn
San DiegoDick had served on the San Diego Gtguncil previously and was a Superior
Court JudgeEven with his political background, however, he was considered a very long
shot in the racede was running a low budget campaign with a talented but underpaid team
of campaign workerslhe internet wastdl relatively ignored by local political campaigns at
the time,butMurhy 6 s gr oup wa nebaig and becothe theefitstacgmpaign W
a San Diego mayor 6slhraga de twd e bkmesthowunthuitei 2 en . o n e .
Web sites and voluaered to do one for Murphy.
Ten years later | have run dozens of successful campaigns for candidates and ballot
measures in San Diego, in addition to helping local candidates in my hometown of

Williamsburg, Virginia.l accidentally stumbled into the wortd political campaigning.

Contributor Essays 31



Some of you may be a step ahead of me and understand you actually want to get involved.
How can you best accomplish that god&re are a few guidelines.

1. Forget about national politics.Unless you know somebody who knows somebody
your opportunity to gain meaningful campaign experience is greater on the local
level.l love to be involved in local politics because the results of it are obvious right
in our own communitied.ocal governments make extremely important decisions.
Will a rural community become suburbM/l local schools be adequately funded?
Will your property taxes be raised@®ere is lots of action in local politics, which
translates to lots of action for the volunteer.

2. Do your homework.Local campaigns usually staix months to a year before
Election Day Check with the Registrar of Voters and find out who has formed a
campaign committee to ru@all the chairs of the local parties and ask who their
candidates are for the upcoming seagord do the obvious Googleit! A little bit
of research upfront will help you find campaigns that are right for ygou are a
strong Democrat you might not want to get involved in a Republican camffaign.
you believe that your town needs to raise taxes and a candidate iggrtmairt them,
you might want to think about whether that campaign is the best one foklgou.
consider ballot measui@geferenda on subjects that interest ybley are
increasingly more common, often controversial and usually very interelStng.
exanple, | volunteered on the campaign to defeat the marriage amendment in
Virginia in 2007.1 have worked on ballot measures to bond for schools, protect the

value of farmland and change the formofat y 6s gover nment .
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3. Forget about being paid.l launched asuccessful business by first volunteering on a
campaignMost campaigns dondt have the budget t
together with bubblegum, shoe string and a host ofwar#ting volunteersLook at
your time volunteering on a campaign asravestment in training and not
employmentlf you offer to volunteer you can almost guarantee yourself a spot in a
campaign.

4. Make the best coffeel sometimes use interns in my campaigns who come to me
from local universities and who get credit for theampaign workl remember an
intern who arrived for i8 first day of work in a threpiece suit and told us he would
be president one dayhe typical tasks of a campaign volunteer, like making coffee,
stuffing envelopes and entering data in the compuéee not important enough for
himmHe wanted to develop campaign strategy,
know the candidate or the issues. He worked three days antapubt he will ever
be president because he dopolgics,dtanyunder st and
business for that matté/hatever job a campaign gives you, and however trivial it
may seem at the time, do it the best it can possibly be tale the very best coffee
you can make and be glad for the opportuniigu will rise quickl through the ranks
and find yourself doing increasingly more important and meaningful campaign work.

5. Understand the campaign hierarchy Depending on the size and funding of a local
campaign, there may be several paid s@dfere is typically aeneral onsultant
like me who makes strategic decisions on what messages the campaign will use and
how it will spend its moneyl'he general consultant is the person responsible for

seeing the forest through the tre@s. any given day | mightelp a candidate get
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ready for a press interview, assist in the praddacof a television commerciak

oversee the development of the direct mail progiynjob is to set the course for

the campaign and make sure we stay ddate is an examplén 2002 | worked for

Bonnie Dumanis, a challenger for San Diego County District Attoribis

campaign was the long shot of all long shBisnnie is an irgresting political mig

an openésbian, Jewish and a RepubliceWe had a positive message for Bonnie,

thanks to her very impssive resume and career as a Superior Court Judge and

former Deputy District AttorneyHowever, we discoverdde r o p pwnnent 0 s
Deputy District Attorneys had voted fino co
management missteps and for bungling a big mwase| decided to use this

message al most excl usTherewen timeawh&dhe préese 6 s cam
would ask us to talk about something else because they could repeat our message as

well as we could, but | believed we needed to stay the cowese when polls a few

weeks before the election showed us down by double digasad limited dollars,

and in my opiniongnly the resources to make oy focused message penetrate

enough to winBonnie unseated the incumbent and won this race witArgimso

close it took more than a week to declare her the wi@ter .is the first openly

lesbian District Attorney elected anywhere in the United St&tesrecently ran

unopposed for a second term.

There is also normally @ampaign managemwho makessre the campaign runs on a

daily basis, oversees volunteers and schedules the candidate for suaTgs.

campaigns employ a professiofiahdraiser who is responsible for the strategy and
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coordination of raising the dollars it takes to run the campaignngend to run.
There may also be a professiorehsurerwh o pays t he campaignods
ensures compliance with all campaign finance l&@enpaigns can be ruined by bad

financial decisions, so this job is critical.

In some local elections where splng is low, there may be no paid staff at all in a

campaign.

Don6ét be afraid to ask i f you can voluntee
interests youlf you want to learn from your experience as a campaign volunteer,

make sure the campaitpas at least one campaign veteran who can teach you the

ropes. still get excited when there is a person in my campaigns who is more

experienced than me and can increase my knowledge of campaigns.

Dick Murphy, the candidate for Mayor of San Diego wh@gkdime launch my
business by allowing me to voliger for his campaign, wontheany or 6 s race i n 200C¢C
again in 2004ln 2000 | was an unpaid volunteer; in 2004 | was his consultant, running his
race.And between those dates | made some amazing coffee.
Jennifer Tierney is a political consultant who specializes in local r&es.owns firm, The
Gemini Group, which is based in San Diego, Califorilar twin sister, Anne Kearns, is the
firmds graphi c ar tThesGemira@roup is maanl ot the\astrolapicat e ct or .
sign of the twinsThe firm has helped create winning campaigns for more than 30

candidates, ballot measures and organizations.

Jennifer started the company in 1999 after working as the San Diego County Department of
Agriculture, Wi ghts and Measuresod0 Environmental Prog
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decade, where she was responsible f ®ne the Cou
figures the |l eap from killer bees to politics
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Local Political Journalism

By Bentley Boyd

Often the only difference between a city hall reporter for a local newspaper and a
student writing about local government is a few thousand dollars of salary.

| practiced my witing and research skills on my middle school and high school
newspaperd and | noticed something missing from the professional journalism in my college
town community of about 18,000 people. The 1| o
weak. Andthst udent newspaperds coverage of the Sch
became editor of the high school paper, | decided the other writers and | would do more than
just cover basketball games and theater rehearsals. We reported on School Board meetings
because thatodés where many of the political dec
0 and we were frequently the only media in the boardroom.

Any citizen can do the same. You dondt nee
You don dicensentewerite a story for public readership.
Campaigns

Right out of college | got a job covering city and county government for a newspaper in
Mansfield, Ohio. For 150 years, sm#awn newspapers have been the incubators for American
writers. That measnthe quality of the reporting varies widely asyZarolds learn to research
and communicate. The pay isndét good, so only
sense of mission about their role in the community and the democratic process carttirsie i
work for very long.

| loved the sense of being involved in the decisions of a community. | cavered

campaign that pitted the lotigie mayor of the city against a carpet salesman whose dad had
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been mayor decades before. The current mayor was thel ofaa modern local civic leader:
He was polished and professional and ran the paperwork of city government well. The carpet
salesman was a chaamoking friend to everyone who had tried many times to win election
and never succeedeadkebguyveha®ad rima mekiillomddliar s e e
city government. In this campaign | would cover a speech by one of them and then
immediately call the other one to respond. This was a new idea to them and forced a sense of
urgency; the politicians in thiswn were used to quieter campaigns in which the local paper
covered a few speeches and then just reported the election night results of what amounted to
simple popularity contests.

But | wanted to imitate the quickening pace of national campaigns,iaih\&h
candidate hired rapid response teams to answe
uttered (the goal being to balance the news coverage that same day, not wait a day for the
opponent 6s words to get a fr eyofcoenmuricatom t he ne
forced the sitting mayor to address issues he probably would not have normally and made him
appear on a more equal playing field with the underdog candidate (my reporting indicated the
t wo candidat esd wor ds |vwosed foe).dbeaxdrpetvsaldsmaeawanm t hi s
an upset. Active research and communication does change the democratic process.
Policy

The policy decisions of local government can seem much more boring than the
elections. But there is still bias and debatthatlocal level just as there is in the White
House and Congress. | t 6 s-stae quality of hationa) @oliticiasld st r act

and the fun that swirls around them from Jon Stewart jokes and YouTube animations about
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them. Local politiciansan 6t get t ha® bwiitheydhoudf Theytmake nt i on
decisions that affect a citizen much more than the decisions of Congress.

If campaigns are about speeches and human connections, the government work between
campaigns is about paperwork. A reporr citizen must dig for the information and can
discover a lot in the details. The decisions of city or county government rarely attract a crowd
at their meetings. The decisions are made in quiet and are revealed in:

1 The budget Government officials spel several months creating an annual budget.
There are many public meetings held in which they debate the priorities of who gets
what money. The working budget documents should all be public and available to
anyone who asks for a copy.

1 The Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). Most local governments split building
construction out of the annual budget and track it in a CIP. Every two or three years
the government updates its letegm spending plan for new schools, park
improvements and road repaving. This istarogreat place to find out the priorities
of the local community.

1 The Comprehensive PlanEvery five or 10 years the local government revises a
Comprehensive Plan, which describes how the community will use its land. Where
will businesses be gathered?Wdense will the residential areas get? Where do the
industries and the garbage dumps go? What land stays green space? The
Comprehensive Plan should always be available to anyone who wants it.

Transmission Technology
New technology has erased most of thifetences between a professional writer and a

concernedcitized i t 6s easier than ever for any person
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practices and report on them to the community at large. Once upon a time the power of mass
communication in a small v went to people and companies who could afford a printing
press and the cost of paying a staff to regularly publish the news. Now anyone can gather
information easily and can be a publisher of that information.

i Cable television Local cable access chammér school districts and governments
mean you dondédt have to even attend a meet.
citizen can watch the meetings from the comfort of their own home.

1 The Internet. Local government \&b sites hold many of the documentsntioned
above. Citizens can download them and read them at their own pace without even
paying the cost of copying.

1 E-mail. Interviewing a local official is easy enough to do by just calling them or
visiting their office, but email is another effective ay to get quick answers from the
comfort of the citizends own home.

1 Blogs and personal Vb sites Citizens can make their own news report as often as
they want. A host oiVeb companies have simple,-ileyourself instructions for
creating aVeb site to trasmit your reporting on local events.

Il n many ways, Americab6és | ocal communities ha
communities that Thomas Jefferson and James Madison envisioned two centuries ago.
People can educate themselves and be directly involved pmdbess of government. Each
person can be his or her own expression of free speech.

Bentley Boyd is a reporter for tidewport News Daily Presand a cartoonist who produces

the Chester the Crab series of comic books and daily newspaper cartoons. btisr @e
Crab website isittp://www.chestercomix.com/index.shtml
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Individual Impact
Bentley Boyd

Politics is not trapped in the White House amel €apitol in Washington, D.C. It may
seem a boring, endless game fought in {i@n-blah news headlines that only adults care
about, but politics begins much closer to home. Paolitics is the process of a community
making choices for itself, and that commity can be a neighborhood, a town or a rural
county.

Those choices are open to all of us who live in those communities. The men and
women who started the United States of America 200 years ago gave us government that
depends on our participation. Ifweeh 6t parti ci pate, the communit )
is harder to come by. If we give up our choices to someone else, our community becomes
weakerd like a person forced to hop around on one foot instead of walking confidently using
all his strengthn both legs or like a baseball team where four players always sit on the bench,
refusing to play defense in the field.

| drew the cartoon aboatstudent and his mom to show that each family can have an
impact on a community. We make daily choices and tiily actions that improve or hurt
our community. When we think of what a politician looks like we probably call to mind an
older man in a business suit. But thinking that way leads us to separate ourselves from
political choiced we tend to leave théhoices up to the old guy sitting iritg hall or the
state capital. | drew people in the comic who look like the political people | know in my
town.

(Quick example: | myself am the Cubmaster of the largest and oldest Cub Scout pack

in my town, | sit on dibrary/citizens board that runs an annual prize for the best historical
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book for young peopl e, I volunteer in my sono
relentlessly, | speak to many school groups about the process of writing my comix and of
course | vote in each election. | donodot write
journalist | already do a lot of communication about community issues, helping people across

the town and region understand certain issues that are important.)

161 1 bet i f you | ook c¢closely around you, Vyo
many different styles:
ELECTED OFFICIALS

Most of the men and women who do serve in
start as local officials. Only a few madstars can win a statewide election in their first
campaign ever. Usually a person begins with the community he or she knows best. It takes
only a few thousand dollars to run a campaign for town mayor or city council or sheriff, the
campaigns are only @i months long, and the person can draw a lot of volunteer campaign
help from his or her longtime friends in that community.

Yes, it often seems like a simple popularity contest. The issues of such local campaigns
usually arendt Iftenfbase thair setbeiantorinthe parsonahtycoftleer s o
candidates and a gener al ftedaytasksghe loeét. Aitehao woul d
person wins a local office, the community continues to judge whether he or she is doing a good
job. If the eected official does well, he or she can then think about campaigning to work in a
larger community, such as the state legislature or Congress.

APPOINTED OFFICIALS
Many citizens of a community would feel uncomfortable campaigning for an elected

office, aking people to approve of them in such a noticeable way. But those same citizens
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probably have knowledge and experience in an area that would help the community. They
can be appointed to a local government posidiogiven a partime duty that they are
responsible for.

In many communities the school board and the planning commission are run by
people appointed to those groups. Plenty of PTA parents who demonstrate a knowledge of
i ssues at their own chil dds sclobetplthewhale e been
community and all the schools. Appointed government positions are still hard work and still
require the officials to make choices based o
these posts are mor e c oishftaogo bnadopbligcs dtabigggpeopl e w
level, such as a statewide post.

VOLUNTEERS

Neighborhood committees advise government officials on speed bumps and safety
watches. Volunteers help run an annual community festival paid for by the government
budget. Srall communities depend on trained, unpaid people to respond to fire and
emergency calls. This is direct participation for hundreds or thousands of people in a
community.

Many people prefer t hi sterrkandaltobthe glweaf k becau
public attention. These jobs often donét requ
month on a school board. But they are the Kkin
daily life or neighborhood. And this service can be much more speciff o a per sonbs i
than an elected or appointed position; if you like to use tools, you can build the water dunk

tank for the service clubobés fundraiser!
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So take a look around. The person walking their dog on your street or talking to your
parent inthe grocery store or even sitting across the table from you at dinner is probably
someone making a difference in your life at the local level!

Just as you will too, someday.

Bentley Boyd is a reporter for tidewport News Daily Presand a cartoonist Wwo produces
the Chester the Crab series of comic books and daily newspaper cartoons. His Chester the
Crab website i$ittp://www.chestercomix.com/index.shtml
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The Process of Speaking Out

Bentley Boyd

Students should never feel like there is only one way for them to have an impact.
Thereds no one right way to present i nformat.i
when they wanta weigh in on a hot topic in the community. Writing a letter to the editor of
the local newspaper is just one way to speak on political and community issues. People of all
ages have more impact when they speak in their own voice and their own styleigBsliti
dondét pay much attention to a pile of form | e
its members, but they do pay attention to unique and individual expressions).

For many young people art is their language. And art can express a political
viewpoint or call others to action. My own art form is comix, which has gained a new
popularity in the first decade of the new century with young people who like the Japanese
comix calledmanga Comix are a great way to tell a story because they mix veordls
pictures, emphasizing one or the other depending on which will have more impact at a
particular moment in the story. Comix can weave a lot of serious information or opinion into
a fun and bold package.

Herebs how | di d t hi aingdndha potiticahlite @ofuheir peopl e p
local community:

SKETCH #1
Every piece of expression starts with an idea. Usually my ideas come out as big,

splashy drawings of goofy things. But this time | wanted to draw a story that was more
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realistic. | wanted thgoung reader of my story to feel a connection with the characters in the
story, not think, AWhoa, thatodos a cool dr awi n
The biggest step is getting the idea onto a piece of paper. The good news is that it can
be a regular piece of typingpae r , not hing fancy (1 6m usually s
back of old school handouts; | recycle EVERYTHING). None of my materials are that fancy,
except for the Mac | aptop | wuse at the end. A
pencil, ablack ink pen and a piece of paper. You can see in this image that the drawing and
the words are loose and rough (the biggest thing to remember at this stage is to figure out the
panel sizes and order first, then write the words, then draw the bubbhel @éinemn and then
the art; that way you dondét end up squeezing
SKETCH #2
After the rough draft | get a nicer kind of paper called Bristol Board. | type the words
onto my computer (my handwriting is a font on my Mawj @rint them out so | know how
big to make the word bubbles. Then | draw in pencil and go over those lines with a black ink
pen. |l t6s the same process as doing the rough
| 6m dr awi ng bi g g e rslondyriodnake thendradvings ook thg was lovard
them to.
Because the drawings help tell the story.
student, not his mom. | did that so | could concentrate on his facial expressions and body
| anguagenotThaerleots of vi sual action to this con
change at al |l ; -timél6ok at aread lifietsituatioh Ibiek ea yroevadlr e si t t i

chair next to the studentds deskeryimpotant:hi s ki n
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what is the student looking at in each panel? What do his eyebrows express? Can you see
him thinking through this problem on his homework assignment?
SKETCH #3
Now | 6m pencilling where I want the mom to
her poses in the rough draft and in this version? What can you figure out about her life from
the things sheds carrying and the things shed
action of the comic, and these shots of her moving back and fontieare to give her a feel
of busyness.)
SKETCH #4
Herebds the finished drawing. You see that
of black pens to make my drawings and for this one | used a smaller point pen to draw the
mom. That forced me to drsaher smaller, to get the perspective right (because | wanted her
in the background, behind the student, she would need to look a bit smaller than him in her
height and in the width of the lines drawing her).
FINISHED DRAWING
| use a scanner to take &fpoire of my black and white drawing and turn it into little
pixels in my computer. That way | can quickly move things around, erase or add lines, add
my words and color the spaces. | color the comic using a program called Photoshop, which is
really justagr ownupds version of the Kid Pix program
computers. Notice how the boldest colors in the panels are the clothes on the two characters.
The backgrounds are pretty | ight drondthef | at so
main point of the comic.

| hope you liked my story!
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Understanding Voting Rates

UNDERSTANDING VOTING RATES

Voting-Age Population

One of the primary criteria for being eligible to vote
is age. Since 1972, every state has required that a

person must be at least 18
years of age to be eligible
to vote. Thus, the voting-
age population, or the 18-
and-older population, is a
population base often
used in presenting voting
statistics. In the election
of November 2004, 126
million people, or 58 per-
cent of the voting-age pop-
ulation, voted. The L.S.
Census Bureau has histori-
cally estimated voting and
registration rates using
this population.

Voting-Age Citizen
Population

A second criterion for vot-
ing eligibility is citizenship.
Only citizens of the United
States (either native or nat-
uralized) are allowed to
vote in elections. While
data on voting and registra-

tion have been collected in the CPS since 1964, data
on citizenship status have been collected on a consis-
tent basis in the CPS only since 1994. Removing
noncitizens from the voting-age population base

results in a voter tumout rate of 64 percent in 2004.

This analysis focuses on the voting rates of the vot-

ing-age citizen population, also referred to in this
report as “potential voters.”

Figure 1. Registered Population

Voters Among the Total, Citizen,
and Registered Voting-Age
Populations: 2004

(Population 18 and older, in millions)

A third criterion is registra-
tion. Every state, with the
aexception of North Dakota,
requires eligible voters to
register to vote. A major-
215.7 ity of people who are reg-
istered to vote actually do
vote—89 percent in the
November 2004 election.
Fifty-five million potential
voters were not registered
in 2004.

Nonvoting
population

125.7 Voting
population

(63.8%) {Voting rate)

Figure 1 illustrates the
three measures of voting
rates. In November 2004,
of the 216 million people
who were 18 and older,
197 million were citizens

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, and 142 million were regis-
November 2004. tered. In the November

Registered
population population  population

Total Citizen

election, 126 million peo-
ple voted. Thus, the voting
rates for the population 18 and older were 58 per-
cent of the total voting-age population, 64 percent of
the voting-age citizen population, and 89 percent of
the registered population.

Source: Kelly HolderVoting and Registration in the Elgon of November 2004).S.
Census Bureau, Current Population Reports (March 2006), p. 3. Retrieved from
http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/voting.html
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Tables on Vote Registration and Voting, 2004

Table E.
Reasons for Not Registering by Selected Characteristics: 2004

(Mumbers in thousands)

Percent distribution of reasons for not registering

Not
inter-
ested
Characteristic in the [ Did not Did not| My vote
election meet Perma- Did not meet would
or not | registra- Not nent know rasi- not Diffi-
Involved tion| eligible Don't| liness where or| dency| make a culty
in dead- to| know or| or dis- how to | require- differ- with
Total'|  politics lines vote | refused ability | Other| register| ments ence | English
Total, 18 years
and older ......... 32,432 46.6 174 6.7 6.2 5.6 4.7 4.5 3.7 37 1.0
Sex
Male ..............ooee.. | 16,607 46.7 171 8.1 6.6 4.7 4.4 3.8 3.7 3.9 1.0
Female............. 15,825 46.5 17.7 5.3 8.8 6.5 4.9 5.2 a7 3.4 1.0
Race and Hlspamc Origin
White alone. . . ..| 26,185 48.2 175 6.0 5.6 5.5 4.8 4.2 3.7 3.8 0.8
White alone non-| Hlspamc 22,267 5041 17.7 4.5 5.5 5.8 54 2.8 3.2 3.9 0.5
Black alone. cieeiaeea.o| 3,378 38.3 183 9.6 9.0 7 4.6 5.3 3.3 4.4 0.1
Asian alone. ciieeaeeaad]| 1,758 37.7 14.4 134 7.9 4.3 3.6 6.2 5.0 1.5
Hispanic (any race) ..........| 4,280 37.8 167 13.8 6.8 35 31 6.6 6.3 2.8
Nativity Status
Native. . e | 29297 48.3 17.7 55 6.1 57 4.8 4.3 3.2 39 0.4
Naturallzed Ceeieeieaaeeaa]| 3215 31.0 14.7 17.6 6.9 41 3.5 5.9 8.2 1.3 6.8
Age
18to24years ..............| 6,888 44.0 24.0 5.8 8.2 1.8 34 6.2 3.9 2.6 0.3
25to44years ..............[ 13,284 45.7 19.0 8.5 5.5 2.8 5.0 4.8 4.4 3.5 0.7
45 to 64 years .. .. .eo...| 8,508 50.4 124 6.6 6.7 5.9 4.6 3z 3.0 4.6 1.5
G5 yearsand older ..........[ 3,751 45.6 a1 23 3.8 21.6 6.3 31 2.2 3.8 2.3
Marital Status.
Married. . .| 14,463 48.3 17.3 6.8 6.1 3.0 57 4.0 37 3.7 1.5
Not marrled cieeieeaaee.. | 17,968 45.1 176 6.6 6.3 7.6 3.9 4.9 3.7 3.7 0.6

Educational Attainment

Less than high school
graduate . Lo...| 8,649 45.8 1.5 8.6 6.0 9.3 3.8 5.6 3.6 3.3 2.2

High school graduate or
GED .........

13,303 50.8 151 5.9 6.8 5.2 4.5 4.4 27 4.2 0.6

Some college or

associate's degree .........| 7,173 44.4 243 5.0 57 33 55 a5 4.6 34 0.2
Bachelor's degree or more ...| 3,307 361 275 8.0 6.3 2.2 57 4.2 57 2.9 1.3
Duration of Residence

Lessthan1year............| 7,907 39.6 228 T4 4.9 2.6 4.3 6.1 8.7 3.1 0.5
1to2years..... 5,004 44.8 185 8.3 51 4.2 5.3 5.4 a7 3.5 1.1
3 years or longer ceo...| 17,988 50.4 151 5.9 6.4 7.3 47 35 15 4.1 1.2
Mot reported ................| 532 40.7 5.0 4.9 30.9 7.0 26 4.0 2.6 0.6 1.6
Region

Northeast...................| 5892 47.4 175 6.0 7.3 4.8 4.6 3.9 3.3 3.7 1.4
Midwest . 6,622 51.6 139 3.9 6.0 5.5 6.0 5.0 3.6 3.8 0.7
South ... cee.. 12812 452 19.0 7.8 6.1 6.3 35 4.0 38 3.7 0.6
West.............oo0aa | 7,306 437 17.8 7.8 5.8 5.0 5.6 5.3 3.9 3.5 1.7
Responses prior to

recoding of Other ......... 32,432 38.8 16.2 5.7 5.0 50| 165 43 3.7 36 1.0

lIncludes only those respondents who answered “no” to the question “Were you registered in the election of November 20047"
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November 2004.
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Table F.
Reasons for Not Voting by Selected Characteristics: 2004

(Mumbers in thousands)

Percent distribution of reasons for not voting

Did
Too not
Characteristic busy, like Trans-
cor- candi- Don't| Regis- Incon-| porta- Bad
flicting | lliness MNot| dates know | tration venient tion |weather
sched- | or dis-| Other| inter- or| Out of or| prob- | Forgot| polling| prob-| condi-
Total ule | ability | reason| ested | issues| town |refused| lems |tovote| place| lems| tions
Total, 18 years
and older........ 16,334 19.9 154 109 10.7 9.9 9.0 8.5 6.8 34 a.0 24 0.5
Sex
Male......................| 7,951 225 10.7 10.8 10.6 104 1.0 10.0 6.6 34 34 0.9 0.3
Female............. 8,383 17.4 19.8 10.9 10.7 9.7 71 7.2 7.0 3.5 2.9 3.3 0.6
Race and Hispanic Ori
White alone. ...............| 13341 19.4 156 10.9 10.8 10.6 9.4 7.9 6.8 34 3.0 1.9 0.4
White alone,
nor-Hispanic ...........| 11,762 18.9 16.2 10.8 10.8 14 9.9 7.6 6.2 3.0 3.2 1.9 0.5
Black alone. .. .. 2,018 20.7 16.5 9.8 10.0 6.4 5.5 13.0 7.2 39 2.6 4.2 0.3
Asianalone. ............... 479 3.5 6.1 137 7.9 4.4 1.6 9.0 6.1 14 5.5 1.3 1.5
Hispanic (any race).........| 1,721 23.5 10.7 1.6 10.5 7.3 6.3 9.8 10.9 6.1 1.5 1.6 0.2
Nativity Status
Native...... coo..| 15,346 18.5 15.4 10.8 10.9 10.2 a8 8.5 6.8 3.4 2.9 2.2 0.4
Naturalized . ............... 988 26.2 141 1.1 6.9 4.8 108 10.0 6.9 31 3.3 1.6 1.0
Age
18to24years.............| 2,695 23.2 28 10.8 10.0 6.4 12.8 15.2 8.2 6.1 2.5 1.9 041
25 to 44 years .. c.o..| 8525 27.6 7.4 1.8 10.3 10.0 8.1 7.6 8.6 34 3.3 1.5 0.3
45 to 64 years . . .. coo..]| 4333 17.2 156 10.6 1.0 12.9 10.7 8.6 55 3.0 3.0 1.5 0.4
G5 yearsand older .........| 2781 2.9 45.8 9.0 1.6 8.4 4.5 4.2 a7 1.7 2.5 4.6 1.2
Marital Status.
Married ...................| 7,652 22.0 15.5 1.6 10.3 9.8 9.0 7.0 6.9 34 34 1.0 0.3
Not married. ...............| 8681 18.1 152 10.2 1.0 10.0 8.9 9.9 6.8 34 2.8 34 0.6
Educational Attainment
Less than high school
graduate ....... 3,437 14.4 257 10.3 12.2 a.7 55 71 4.5 4.1 2.4 41 0.9

High school gradu:lafel Iolrl o
GED . . 6,286 20.2 151 1.2 12.5 1.3 7.0 8.7 6.2 25 341 2.0 0.2

Some college or
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